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Worship Schedule 
Sundays 

 

Sunday Worship 
8:45 a.m. MICAH Worship  

Center (Praise Service) 
11:15 a.m. Sanctuary  

Service (Traditional Service) 
 

December 2 - First Sunday  
in Advent (Hope Candle)   

Communion 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel! 

Isaiah 7:14, 11:1-3 
 

December 9  - Second Sunday 
 in Advent (Peace Candle) 
Advent Music Sunday 

One service at 11:00 a.m.  
in the Sanctuary 

It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 
Luke 1:68-79 

 
December 16 - Third Sunday  

in Advent (Joy Candle) 
Warm & Fuzzy Sunday 

Light and Life to All He Brings 
John 1:1-14 

 
December 23  - Fourth Sunday  

in Advent (Love Candle) 
Children’s “Do-It- Yourself  

Christmas” Pageant 
One service at 11:00 a.m.  

in the Sanctuary 
Luke 2:1-20 

 
December 30  - First Sunday  

after Christmas 
Isaiah 52:7-10  

Advent Music Sunday, December 9  
 

“Do It Yourself” Christmas Pageant, December 23 

30th Annual Alternative  
Christmas Market 

See inside for special Advent Worship Services and  
details of combined service Sundays. 

 

Details and service descriptions also available at www.salemfirstumc.org 

 
Saturday, December 1, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Sunday, December 2, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Carrier Room in the Historic Building

 

Christmas Eve at First UMC 
Christ Candle 

Monday, December 24 
 

7:00 p.m. – Historic Sanctuary 
 

9:00 p.m. – MICAH Worship Service 
 

11:00 p.m. – Historic Sanctuary  

Get Acquainted, December 9 at 10:00 a.m. 
Dining Room in the Historic Building 

Blended Service Sundays 

Get Acquainted 
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Advent Music Sunday 
 

One Blended Service at 11:00 a.m.  
In the Historic Sanctuary 

Sunday, December 9  

Children’s “Do It Yourself”  
Christmas Pageant 

One blended service at 11:00 a.m. 
in the Historic Sanctuary 

Sunday, December 23 

Blue Christmas Service 

This service, especially geared to children and fami-
lies and modeled after Jesus’ words, “Let the little 
children come to me,” will be at 11:00 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary. Everyone is welcome to participate, or 
just come and enjoy the children’s service and the 
simplicity and love for Jesus that is expressed by 
the little ones who worship in our midst!  

 Christmas Eve  
Candlelight Services 

Monday, December 24 
7:00 and 11:00 p.m.  

Candlelight Sanctuary Services 
 

This year’s candlelight Christmas Eve services in 
the Sanctuary will feature the Sanctuary Choir and 
soloists performing selections from Benjamin Brit-
ten’s holiday masterpiece, The Ceremony of Carols, 
for choir and harp. Our harpist for this special 
night will be Bethany Evans and Susan Johnson will 
perform and accompany at the organ. The 7:00 p.m. 
service will also feature the Mission Bells. The 11:00 
p.m. service is also a communion service and will 
be accompanied by the piano, harp, and organ. We 
welcome you to join us in celebrating This Little 
Babe, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, at either 
Sanctuary Service on Christmas Eve. 
 

9:00 p.m. – Candlelight MICAH Service 
 

The 9:00 p.m. Candlelight Christmas Eve service is 
held in the MICAH Worship Center and will feature 
both contemporary Christmas music as well as 
some traditional carols led by the MICAH Praise 
Band and some special guests. Please join us as we 
celebrate that Christ the Savior is born! 

Friday, December 14, 7:00 p.m.  
In the Carrier Room (116) 

This service is especially for anyone who is hurting 
or experiencing loss: the death of a loved one; the 
loss of a family structure; the loss of a relation-
ship; the loss of hope, joy, and the meaning of life; 
the loss of health; the loss of a job or financial se-
curity. 
 
Please join us in the Carrier Room on the first floor 
of the Historic Building at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, De-
cember 14. If it’s appropriate to your situation, please 
bring a picture of your loved one to display. Light re-
freshments will be provided. Sponsored by The Ste-
phen Ministry of First UMC.       

SPECIAL WORSHIP AT FUMC 

On this day, both services will combine to celebrate 
our annual Advent Music Sunday in the Sanctuary.  
 
This is a cherished event in the life of the church 
where all of our music groups come together to 
share in worship. The theme of the morning is It 
Came Upon a Midnight Clear. This is always a beau-
tiful service and it’s always wonderful to worship 
together.  
 
We invite you to come to this special service featur-
ing the Sanctuary Choir, Mission Bells, MICAH 
Praise Team, and CrossFire. 

Warm & Fuzzy Sunday 
Celebrated at both 8:45 and 11:15 a.m. 

services, Sunday, December 16 

Bring your gifts of new or gently used socks, scarves, 
hats, and gloves to be collected and blessed during 
both worship services. Your donations will be given to 
organizations that provide clothing to persons in 
need. 



CHILDREN AND  
FAMILY MINISTRIES 

Acclaimed Artist Series 
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Kids’ Night Out  
 

Saturday, December 8,  
from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.  

 
Come join us for Kids Night Out! Quality child-
care will be provided so parents of young ones, 
ages infants through second grade, can get away 
for a time of Christmas shopping, dinner with 
friends, or just plain relaxing for a portion of a 
day in December! 
 
Please bring one of the following: $5, a donation 
of snacks, diapers or wipes, or your time as a 
childcare volunteer – even if it is just once! 
 
Signup is located at room 206 in the Sanctuary 
Building or by contacting Christina at           
preschoolministries@salemfirstumc.com or call 
the church office, 503-364-6709. 

Advent Workshop 
 

All Ages Welcome! 
Sunday, December 2, 10:00-11:00 a.m. 

 
Join us for a festive event to kick off the Advent 
season at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday, December 2, in 
the Dining Room.  
 
Come to create an Advent craft, eat snacks, sing 
carols, and enjoy time with one another. All ages 
are welcome! 

Benefit Concert for  
Family Building Blocks 

Friday, December 21, 7:00 p.m. 
Historic Sanctuary 

 
We will be blessed with a rare performance by the 
amazing vocalist, Jonathan Hawkins (brother of 
Heather Hawkins), who will perform a benefit con-
cert for Family Building Blocks, in our sanctuary.  
 
A Willamette Valley native, Jonathan Hawkins grad-
uated from Cascade High School in 2005 and has 
spent the last 13 years touring the globe from the 
Cathedral of Notre Dame to Lincoln Center, the an-
cient Greek Theatre at Epidaurus to the world fa-
mous Birdland Jazz Club.  
 
Hawkins has become one of the most sought after 
crossover tenors with his “tour de force” voice. 
“Thrilled” to be giving back to the community 
where he grew up, Hawkins is “honored to get to 
come home and present a concert for such an in-
credible organization!” 
 
For more information and/or to purchase tickets, 
please go to:  

jonathanhawkinsinconcert.eventbrite.com. 

MUSIC MINISTRIES 

 

Dr. Kerry Burtis and Chemeketa Community College 
are pleased to announce a brand new concert series 
for the Salem community, the Acclaimed Artist Series.  
 
This series was created to bring outstanding cham-
ber musicians from around the world to Salem.  
 
For more information and/or to subscribe or buy 
tickets, please go to go.chemeketa.edu/musicseries. 

 

One Service—Special for  
Families and Children:  

December 23 at 11:00 a.m. is the  
Children’s Do-It-Yourself 

Christmas Pageant 



FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
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Notes from the Finance Committee 
Through the first ten months of 2018 our income has exceeded our expenses by $3,491. That’s good 

news.... We are still in a positive cash flow position. 
 

 We have begun the process of gathering information and estimates for our 2019 budget. 
 We had a good response to the pledge card drive.   
 In October, we had a deficit of just over $1,053. During October we had some (hopefully one time)  
     additional staffing expense for the office and, as a reminder, we also approved paying for our security 
 team out of cash flow.  
 The security amount was estimated at about $3,000 for 2018, starting in August, but none of it was 

budgeted. 
 We wrote the $7,800 check for property taxes on the MICAH building in November. 
 Our largest income source, General Giving, is $1,435 ahead year-to-date and our Open Plate giving 

estimate is behind budget by $449 through ten months. 
 For both buildings, natural gas costs have come in lower than budgeted, but that is being offset by 

electricity coming in higher and in essence balancing out when combining them budget-wise. 
 Open Door Churches made a recommendation to keep pastors’ salaries the same for 2019 with a $250 

increase for Dan in business/professional expense. This recommendation was approved by our Ad-
ministrative Council. 

 

Thank you all for what you do for our Church!!! If anyone has any questions, please feel free to reach out to 
me at any time. 
 

Steve Horning, Finance Committee Chairman 

            

  Budget September October Year to 83.33% 

  2018 2018 2018 Date of Budget 

            

Total Income  $ 560,068.00  $ 44,007.22  $ 48,832.95  $ 472,837.24 84.42% 

            

Total Expenses  $ 564,994.00  $ 46,472.57  $ 49,866.14  $ 469,345.32 83.07% 

            

35,734 pounds         
 

35,839 pounds 
 

Thank you!
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OPEN DOOR YOUTH NEWS 

Youth Schedule 

December  2018 

2018-19  
Confirmation Class 

 The 2018-19 Open Door confirmation class is un-
derway and we have a great group of youth and 
adult mentors who will be working together over 
the next few months.  
 
Youth will meet one Wednesday evening a month 
from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. At each meeting we discuss 
a relevant topic together as a class. Some of our 
topics are belief, following Jesus, the church, the 
Holy Spirit, the Bible, service, and spiritual gifts.  
 
The second part of the class will be a chance for 
each youth to spend some one-on-one time with 
his or her mentor.  
 
The highlight of this year’s class will be a retreat at 
Suttle Lake Camp in April to learn more about our 
Methodist heritage with other confirmation youth 
from all over our Annual Conference.  
  
The students in this year’s class are Austin Gienger, 
Elisabeth Rich, Aeson Pargas, Erika Bateman, Lauren 
LeRoy, and Sophia Miller. Their mentors are Scott 
Berry, Laura Metzger, Fran Nelson, Jennie Pitney, 
Jan Morgan, and Shannon Riggs.  
 
We are blessed to have such a wonderful group of 
youth and adults exploring their faith this year. I 
invite you to keep these folks in your prayers as 
they continue on this journey.  
 

~Jeff Lowery, Open Door Churches Youth Director 

Follow and “Like” Us! 

During the month of December the youth 
group will meet at First UMC. Join us for 
food, games, fellowship, and learning.  
 

December 2 – Youth Group at First UMC, 
12:30-2:00 p.m. 

 
December 9 – Meet for lunch at First UMC, 

then shop for gifts for the Giving Tree. 
(Parents may pick up youth at the Keizer 
Station Target at 2:00 p.m.) 

 
December 16 – Volunteer at the Keizer 

Miracle of Christmas light display, 6:00-
8:00 p.m. (No afternoon Youth Group.) 

 
December 23 – No Youth Group  

            

Merry Christmas!!

Kenya Volunteer in Mission Giving Opportunity 

In February 2019, Laura Metzger, M.D., will be going on a volunteer mission with a group from Lake Oswego 
United Methodist Church to the Maua Methodist Hospital in Maua, Kenya. This hospital is the main medical 
facility for impoverished area residents. Checks may be made out to FUMC: please be sure to specify that it 
is for the Africa trip. Some of the funds may be used to defray travel expenses. If you prefer that your dona-
tion goes directly to the Maua Methodist Hospital programs, please be sure to specify that as well. 
 
Please feel free to contact Laura at metzgerlaura@mac.com if you have any questions. Blessings to you and 
Asante (thank you in Swahili)! 

 

Visit the youth baked goods table at  
the Alternative Christmas Market on  

Dec. 1 and 2 and buy some baked goods 
made by the youth!  
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Saturday of Service—Serving Our Community 

Note: The Ruth Erbele Circle will meet  
offsite in December. 

 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

UMW Circle Meetings 

Ruth Erbele Circle will hold its Christmas 
meeting at the home of Joan Zelmer (550  
River View Dr. NW, Salem) at 11:30 a.m. on 
Monday, December 10.  
 
We would love to have you come and cele-
brate the Christmas season with us by enjoy-
ing good company, good food, and good con-
versation.  
 
Let’s share Christmas cards; bring your favor-
ite poem or story. (For directions to Joan’s 
house or other information, please call her at 
503.364.6204 or Emily at 503.304.4410.) Hope 
to see you there!   
 
The Mia Adjali United Methodist Women 
Circle will meet Monday, December 10, from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the Carrier Room (#116). 
Dee Cook will present the program. Guests 
are always welcome. There will be refresh-
ments. 

A Year In Review 
As 2018 is slowly winding down and 2019 is loom-
ing in the future, let’s review the UMW year.  
 

We learned how United Methodist Women got 
their name and that it all started with 24 women 
on January 8, 1972. 

 In February we hosted the EMEE (Every Member 
Enrichment Event). 70 United Methodist Women 
from all over the Cascadia District attended. Mia 
Adjali Circle worked behind the scenes and out 
front to help make the event a great success. 

There was an opportunity to attend the District 
Leadership Training and Annual Meeting in October 
at Wesley United Methodist Church in Eugene. ALL 
members were encouraged and welcomed to attend, 
not just District officers.   

 “United Methodist Women Giving Makes Mission 
Happen” is our program of second and third-
mile gifts beyond our tithes and offerings in our 
local churches. We provide money to projects in 
the United States as well internationally –150 
programs and up to 116 organizations in more 
than 110 countries annually. We provide scholar-
ships for more than 73 students in 18 countries for 
higher education. Mission Giving is im-
portant. Untied Methodist Women do make a differ-
ence in the world. Our doors, hearts, arms, and 
minds are open to you and to the future.   
 

Merry Christmas and may God hold you all in the 
palm of his hand now and forever. 

Make Friends while Serving the Community     
 

Looking for ways to get acquainted with others?  Want to find meaningful ways to serve our community?  
Interested in knowing how you can positively impact our city? Do you like to eat great soup and have fun?  
 
If you answered “yes” to any of these questions (and even if you didn't, but are curious), mark your calendar 
for Saturdays of Service, January 12, noon to 3:00 p.m. We will be serving with Family Promise, Marion-
Polk Food Share, and Backpack Buddies for Hoover Elementary. 
 
Sign-ups will be available online and in worship starting December 23. There will be activities for people of 
all ages and stages. Come join in the fun serving our community and getting to know FUMC friends! 



Salem First United Methodist Church voted to become a Reconciling Congregation on 
Sunday, November 18.  A total of 270 ballots, including absentee ballots, were received.  
The vote total was 240 in favor and 24 opposed (with 6 abstaining) for an 89 %  
majority. A minimum two-thirds majority was necessary to pass the motion.  
 

MOTION: That Salem First United Methodist Church becomes a Reconciling Congregation by adopt-
ing the following Reconciling Congregational Statement and Welcoming Statement.  
 
Reconciling Congregational Statement:  
As a Reconciling Congregation, we will take the following actions:  
Adopt the below Welcoming Statement as our church statement and make it available in print in 

our front office and post it on our church website. 
Register as a Reconciling Congregation with the national Reconciling Ministries Network. 
 Identify our church as a Reconciling Congregation on our website homepage and on other social 

media platforms. 
Open our facilities for weddings of LGBTQ people. 
 Support the individual choice of each member of our clergy on whether to perform weddings of 

LGBTQ people. 
Advocate for full inclusion of all people into the life, ministry, and leadership of our church and 

denomination. 
Advocate for the civil and religious rights of all people in our community and state.  

 
Welcoming Statement: 
We are a reconciling community of faith and believe that all people are created in God’s image and 
that God’s love and grace extend to everyone. We welcome the full inclusion of all people into our 
church family and into a walk with Jesus Christ regardless of:  

Race, creed, culture, or nation of origin; 
Sexual orientation or gender identity; 
Marital status; 
Physical or mental ability; 
Political or theological identity; 
Economic status; or 
Any other label placed upon people.  

No matter where you are on your spiritual journey, you are welcome in the life, leadership, and  
ministry of Salem First United Methodist Church. 
 

By becoming a Reconciling Congregation, Salem First United Methodist Church has taken a deliberate and 
visible step to welcome all people into the life, leadership, and ministry of our church regardless of race, 
creed, culture, nation of origin, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital status, physical ability, mental 
ability, political identity, theological identity, economic status, or any other kind of label placed upon people. 
 

Thank you all for your thoughtful, prayerful, and respectful considerations  
as you participated in this important vote. 

First UMC Becomes A Reconciling Congregation  
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Spire deadlines 
 
Please submit your articles 
by NOON of the deadline 
date. Articles received after 
the deadline will be held for 
the next issue. (if appropriate). 
 
2017 Spire deadlines: 
January 2019 issue—December 7 
February issue—January 18 
 
 
E-mail articles for The Spire  
to the church office, 
salem1st@wvi.com 
 
 

Please include the word “SPIRE”  
and the subject of your article in 
the subject line. Be sure to in-
clude a phone number with your 
article. Articles longer than 300 
words may be edited to fit. 

Location………… Corner of Church and State Streets 
Phone……………. 503-364-6709 
Fax……………….. 503-400-3310 
Email…………….  Church: salem1st@wvi.com 
 Dan Pitney: dpitney@wvi.com 
   
Web page……….  www.salemfirstumc.org 
Office hours……  Monday through Thursday 9:00  a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
     Friday 9:00 a.m. to Noon 

 

First United Methodist Church 
600 State Street 
Salem, OR 97301 

  

FUMC STAFF 
 
 
Lay Leaders  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     Fran Eriksen  
   Melissa Berry 
   Ray Lewallen    
  
Pastor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  The Rev. Dan Pitney  
  
Director of Youth Ministries .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   The Rev. Jeff Lowery 
 
Director of Christian Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     Dr. Heather Ingersoll 
 
Director of Music Ministries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    Dr. Kerry Burtis 
 
Mission Bells Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    Glenda Serex 
 
Praise Band/Crossfire Director  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jennie Pitney  
 
Organist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . ..    Susan Johnson, Interim 
 
Interim Director of Congregational Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Lisa Rybloom  
 
Facilities Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..   Kathy Pressler 
 
Interim Childcare Coordinator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Christina Gordon 
 
Business Administrator  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    Judy Allen 
  
Office Manager  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Katie Carpenter  
 
Stephen Ministry Coordinator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    Fran Eriksen 
 
Campus Custodian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  Adam Somodi 
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