-

8:45 a.m. MICAH Worship
Center (Praise Service)
11:15 a.m. Sanctuary
Service (Traditional Service)

–
–
Shrove Tuesday is the last day before the penitential season of Lent
and traditionally became a time to feast on, or use up, food that one
was giving up for the upcoming forty days. In light of that tradition,
please join other United Methodists in Salem and Keizer at one of
these pancake dinners:
5-6:30 p.m.

Community Pancake Dinner at Trinity UMC (590 Elma
Ave. SE, Salem). A freewill offering for outreach projects will be taken.
5:30-7:00 p.m. Drop-In Pancake Dinner at Clear Lake UMC (7920
Wheatland Rd. N, Keizer). A freewill offering will be
taken.

Turning Toward Life:
Resisting Temptation
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7;
Matthew 4:1-11

(Daylight Saving Time Begins)
Turning Toward Life:
Being Born from Above
Genesis 12:1-4a;
John 3:1-17

–
Ashes smudged on a worshiper's forehead in the shape of a cross remind us of our humanity (“Remember that you are dust and to dust
you shall return.”) and signify our sorrow for the mistakes we have
made. People in ancient times wore sackcloth and ashes as a way of
expressing their repentance of their sins.
United Methodist Ministries of Salem-Keizer (UMMSK) will sponsor
these observances of Ash Wednesday:
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Imposition of ashes on the Capitol Mall (north of
the state capitol) by pastors Jon Langenwalter
and Karen Nelson.
5 p.m.
Taizé service at Morningside UMC (3674 12th St. SE,
Salem) led by pastors Wendy Woodworth and
Sandy Kimbrow.
7 p.m.
Ash Wednesday Service at Clear Lake UMC led by
pastors Karen Nelson and Dan Pitney

Turning Toward Life:
Encountering Living Water
Psalm 95; John 4:5-42

Turning Toward Life:
Opening Our Spiritual Eyes
Psalm 23; John 9:1-41

The Tuesday Women’s Study
Group will read One Thousand
Gifts by Ann Voskamp. It will
be a 6-week session beginning
Tuesday, March 7, at 7 p.m.
Just like you, Ann Voskamp
hungers to live her one life
well. Forget the bucket lists
that have us escaping our everyday lives for exotic experiences.
“How,’ Ann wondered, “do we
find joy in the midst of deadlines, debt, drama, and daily
duties? What does the Christlife really look like when your
days are gritty, long – and
sometimes even dark? How is
God even here?

“In One Thousand Gifts, Ann
invites you to embrace everyday blessings and embark on
the transformative spiritual
discipline of chronicling God’s
gifts. It’s only in this expressing of gratitude for the life we
already have, we discover the
life we’ve always wanted...a life
we can take, give thanks for,
and break for others. We come
to feel and know the impossible right down in our bones:
we are wildly loved – by God.
“Let Ann’s beautiful, heartaching stories of the everyday
give you a way of seeing that
opens your eyes to ordinary
amazing grace, a way of being
present to God that makes you
deeply happy, and a way of living that is finally fully alive.
Come live the best dare of all!”

Politics seems to be everywhere these days.
We can’t seem to have a conversation without ending up talking
about politics or politicians. We hear it on the radio, read it
in the paper or see it on television “Nightly News.”
United Methodist Women are no different than anyone else when
it comes to the 2016 election. There were deep commitments to
the different candidates as well as deep reservations and ideas
as to the future of our nation or for the world. With all this being
said we are United Methodist Women committed to be a supportive fellowship, to reach out to each other and to hear each other.
“to agree to disagree.”
We will pay attention to women’s gifts of leadership, to their
needs, how they are recognized as leaders in government.
We will attend to women’s health issues that of course affect us
all and continue to respond to the needs of the children and
youth in areas of health and education.
We will stand shoulder to shoulder with our neighbors (LGBTQ,
women, people of color), who are being targeted with threats,
violence, racism, and vandalism. We will work hard to protect
them and do what is necessary for their safety.
This is who we are, United Methodist Women, women in mission
now and always. We will wait and see what the future
will bring for us all.
May God’s peace be with you now and forever. Amen

The Mia Adjali Circle will meet on Monday, March 13, at 7
p.m. in the Carrier Room. We are always open and would
love to have new members; please come and check us out.
For more information about the Mia Adjali Circle, please
contact Connie Bork at 503-302-8706.
The Ruth Erbele Circle will hold its meeting on Monday,
March 13, at noon in the Carrier Room. Jean Corcran will
serve as hostess and Emily Broussard will bring the program. Come and join us; visitors are always welcome. For
more information, please contact Emily Broussard at 503304-4410.

Join FUMC Music Ministries as we “Give Our Regards to Broadway” on Sunday, March 5, at 3 p.m. in
the MICAH Worship Center. Enjoy our annual fundraising concert with the music ensembles of First
Church as we salute Broadway! The MICAH Praise Band, Sanctuary Choir, Mission Bells, CrossFire
Youth Band, and Rejoice! Kids’ Choir will each perform, along with featured soloists. Following the
concert, enjoy a dessert buffet. Financial donations to support FUMC Music Ministries will be gratefully accepted.

Check out the special Lenten art exhibit in MICAH featuring FUMC painters (Barbara Barrick, Kristen Bonn, Lynne Estep Gonder, Joshua Stringer), a photographer (Gary Olsen-Hasek), and wood
carvers (Charlie King, Shirley Knepp, Don Knepp) whose works illuminate the theme “Journey to
Resurrection.” The exhibit will start March 5 and continue through Easter Sunday.

Several paintings by our very own Barbara Barrick are currently on display as part of an art show
at Elsinore Framing & Fine Art Gallery (444 Ferry Street SE). Included in the show are paintings
she created during recent Music Ministry “Spring Offering” events. Stop by and see for yourself
and let everyone know what you think!

Messy Church is a monthly, inclusive and interactive family worship experience. Messy Church is
fun, family, faith, and food gathered into a two-hour block of time.
We encourage people to find the Messy Church that fits your schedule or is close to your home.
All gatherings are from 4 to 6 p.m.
Messy Church is a cooperative ministry of United Methodist Ministries of Salem-Keizer (Clear Lake
UMC, Englewood UMC, Jason Lee UMC, Morningside UMC, Salem First UMC). For more information,
contact Pastor Karen Nelson pastorkaren@gknelson.net) or Sheetal Luscomb (office@kclumc.org).
Second Sunday of the month at
Clear Lake United
Methodist Church
7920 Wheatland Rd N
Keizer, OR 97303
Phone: (503) 393-2402
www.kclumc.org

Third Sunday of the month at
Trinity United Methodist Church
590 Elma Ave SE
Salem, OR 97317
Phone: (503) 585 8851
www.trinityumcsalem.org

Fourth Saturday of the month atMorningside United Methodist
Church
3674 12th Street SE
Salem, OR 97302
Phone: (503) 364- 5013
morningsideumc.net

Total Revenue

$567,134.00 $ 49,405.63

8.71%

Total Expenses

$566,766.00

8.67%

$ 49, 46.25

For those who were not able to attend on Feb. 11, we had a very
successful Youth Auction. It benefited our group mas well as
other UMMSK church youth. There was a good mix of auction
items and attendees from multiple churches making for a fun
evening…and we broke a record with just over $20,000 in sales.
My notes for January’s financial status will be brief. Pretty early
to have any trends good or bad.
·
·
·

We finished the month $259 ahead of budget.
Our income exceeded our budget figures with general giving
and use of facilities leading the way.
Our expenses also exceeded expectations primarily due to
seasonal/annual reasons.
l December was extremely cold and snowy.
l We pay some annual budget items for the whole year in
January.
l We had some staffing and custodial expense due to some
overtime for events
l January is a “bookkeeping” month with year-end reporting and multiple mailings. A little higher postage
comes with those mailings.

Barbara specializes in estate
planning, probate, charitable
gift planning, and trust management. She has been a practicing attorney in Salem for
nearly 22 years. In addition,
she is the past chair of the
Willamette Valley Estate Planning Council and has served
as an adjunct professor at
Willamette University College
of Law, teaching the Estate and
Gift Tax course.
This event is sponsored by the
First United Methodist Heritage
Fellowship.

If you have any questions regarding the church’s finances,
please don’t hesitate to reach out to me.
Steve Horning
Finance Committee Chair

UMMSK Hispanic Ministries
Rev. Jorge Rodriguez
Salem First UMC
Rev. Dan Pitney
dpitney@wvi.com
Worship: 8:45 & 11:15 a.m.
Morningside UMC
Rev. Wendy Woodworth
pastorwendymumc@gmail.com
Worship: 10 a.m.

Trinity UMC
Rev. Sandra Kimbrow
skimbrowp@aol.com
Worship: 9:45 a.m.
Englewood UMC
Rev. Jon Langenwalter
ewoodumc@comcast.net
Worship: 11 a.m.
Jason Lee UMC
Rev. Jon Langenwalter
jasonleeumc@comcast.net
Worship: 9:30 a.m.

Clear Lake UMC
Rev. Karen Nelson
pastorkaren@gknelson.net
Worship: 10 a.m.

Thank you everyone who came out to support our youth fundraiser,
the 2017 Mardi Gras Auction was a blast! Over 200 guests gathered in
the MICAH Ballroom for awesome music (thanks to Jeremy Hickerson
and the Keizer Community Band), delicious mocktails (appropriately
named: Dangerous Dan, Hurricane Heather, Killer Kelly, and Wild
Wendy), homemade jambalaya and other Cajun treats, as well as fabulous items to bid on, and youth sharing about God’s goodness in their
lives through youth ministry and being a part of church community.

Over 20 youth were present to volunteer as greeters, servers, bus
staff, and set-up and clean-up crews. Highlights were hearing Allison
Dulude and Grace DeBlase share their testimonies and the incredibly
generous paddle-raise that followed! This portion alone raised over
$7,000!
All in all, it was a magical evening and raised over $20,000 for Salem/
Keizer Area Youth Ministry. These funds will go to support the ministries of all Salem and Keizer United Methodist youth including mission trips, summer camp opportunities, and general programming.
A HUGE thank you to the Auction Committee who planned the entire
event – start to finish!
David Deckelmann
Committee Chair
Jan Morgan
Auction Item Procurement, Major Donors
Susan Horning
Ticket Sales and Silent Auction Procurement
Angela Deckelmann
Food and Drinks
Marissa DeBlase
Event Décor
Kurt Miller, Becky Duncan, Steve Horning
Sales, Receipts, and In-kind Giving
Wendy Woodworth and Lori Alto
Morningside UMC Representatives
Kelly Mason
Clear Lake UMC Representative
Amy Doerfler
Website Ticket Sales and Event Photography

Mission Work Team members met recently to hear from noted
industrial surgeon, Dr. Bosco M. Frisbie, who reported on the
Mission Café’s ailing power supply. He began the discussion
and startled the group saying, “Let’s get to the point . . . I believe it’s because your system is in shock because of . . . triskaidekaphobia this month.”
Silence gripped the room. One member sputtered, “Isn’t triskaidekaphobia the fear of Friday the 13th?”
Then a voice from the shadows said, “Frisbie, the 13th is on a
Monday this month. . . you dummy!” A collective sigh of relief
escaped from the Mission Café group. Another problem solved.
Wow, that was close!

St. Patrick’s Day is March 17.
Traditionally, St. Patrick is said
to have taught about the Trinity using the common shamrock for an example. Consider
donating the Food Bank’s “holy
trinity” – peanut butter, tuna
fish, and macaroni & cheese.
Greenbacks (also checks and
credit cards) are always welcome donations, too. Year-todate 1,087pounds have been
received. Let’s try to beat our
2015 total of over 70,000
pounds!

We miss serving great tasting beverages to our customers, but
never fear, the Mission Café will be hitting on all cylinders after
a transplant. Manager Dennis Muchmore recently revealed a
plan to replace the espresso machine, and that’s sensational
news for the many congregation members who frequent their
favorite espresso café.

Here’s how it works. All we need is some cash from our faithful
fans and the deal is sealed. We’ll have a reconditioned unit installed and away we’ll go! The amount is approximately $1,400.
It should smooth itself out in a few weeks and we’ll be back on
track.
The Mission Café is unique in the United States and is open 8:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Sundays. Bring your friends and share the
good times at the Mission Café.

Salem Interfaith Hospitality Network: FUMC’s next hosting of IHN families is April 30 through
May 7. See next month’s Spire for descriptions of volunteer positions or call Pam Olson, 503-5887594, or Judy Allen, 503-581-6547, to save your favorite night and favorite hosting position.
Thank you for your service to our guests!
Saturday of Service: On Saturday, April 22, Noon-3 p.m. there will be opportunities for packing
food at the Marion-Polk Food Share, building an outdoor sandbox in the play area of the Interfaith
Hospitality Network Day Center, winter clean up at the Lee Mission Cemetery, and packing weekend lunches for Hoover Elementary to name a few! Sign-ups will be available on April 2!

We are so stoked to welcome
Chris Clark to the Youth Volunteer Team! His first “day on the
job” was chaperoning seven middle school guys to Suttle Lake in
January!

The boys on the trip said they had a blast
and especially appreciated the great conversations and bonding time as well as the
homemade cookies and brownies Chris provided for the long drive. What a nice touch!
Chris attends the MICAH service and also
serves as a First Church Trustee.

March 5 – UMMSK Youth Group
FUMC Spring Offering event – CrossFire
Youth Band performs
March 12 – UMMSK Youth Group
March 15 – Confirmation Class
March 19 – UMMSK Youth Group
March 21 – Youth Council Meeting
March 26 – UMMSK Youth Group
April 21-23 – Confirmation Retreat at
Suttle Lake (for Confirmands and Mentors)

“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and
sisters of mine, you did for me.’” (Matthew 25: 40)
45 enthusiastic volunteers of all ages came together on January 22 as part of Saturdays of Service,
making a difference in our community. It is amazing what can be accomplished in a quick two
hours on a Saturday afternoon.
·
·

·

4,200 pounds of potatoes were packed by youth and adults at the Marion-Polk Food Share; they
will be distributed to food banks around Oregon.
The animal shelter was prepped for families who had pets as they entered the Interfaith Hospitality Day Center. The middle school youth certainly made this area clean and welcoming and
were able to meet a pet tarantula while they worked! Inside, a hardworking group of adults
cleaned carpets, windows, door knobs, and rails. This would help keep residents healthy during flu season.
Willamette students worked alongside youth and adults to pack 576 weekend lunches for Hoover Elementary Students as part of the Backpack Buddy program! That is a lot of lunches! This
program ensures that children who receive support at school during the week for meals so that
they can focus on learning also have resources at home over the weekend.

We cannot forget the volunteers who worked in the morning to prep lunch for the teams to make
sure they were all fed and energized for the work.

This six-week study will use the book The
Greatest Prayer – Rediscovering the Revolutionary Message of The Lord’s Prayer by John
Dominic Crossan. One review of the book says,
“Provides a satisfying blend of history, scholarship, and theology in researching the moral
responsibilities that come with leading a Godly
life.” In Crossan’s own words, he approaches
The Lord’s Prayer as a “revolutionary manifesto and a hymn of hope.”
Join one of the studies to delve deeply into
this prayer that we share together each Sunday
and to guide you during this Lenten season.
Tuesdays at 1:30 p.m.
at Clear Lake UMC beginning Feb. 28
Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. at 902 Mimosa St. S
(Pastor Wendy’s house) beginning March 7
Thursdays at 12:30 p.m. at Morningside UMC
beginning March 2 (bring a sack lunch)
Thursdays at 3:30 p.m. at Englewood UMC
(1110 17th St. NE, Salem) beginning March 2

The History and Archives Committee will open
the Oliphant Room for visiting between services
on the first Sunday of each month commencing
March 5. The Oliphant Room is on your immediate right as you enter the church from State
St. (under the west stairway to the Sanctuary).
Drop by and say “hello.”

The Willamette University Office of the Chaplains is pleased to announce the second of
three Spring 2017 offerings of our popular
program, Big Questions Over Lunch, on Tuesday, March 7, 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m, in the
Alumni Lounge of the Putnam University Center (3rd floor). Our presenter will be Dr. Shatha
Almutawa, Assistant Professor of Religious
Studies. Her presentation is entitled, “Is Islam
a Religion of Peace or Violence?”
In 1,438 years of history, Muslims
have encountered various people of
other cultures and religions. From
the prophet Muhammad’s lifetime to
the contemporary period, these encounters resulted in exchange, crossfertilization of ideas, and also war. In
this lecture, we visit such encounters
in the Abbasid, Mughal, Mamluk, and
contemporary periods.
Dr. Shatha Almutawa is a scholar of Islam
and Judaism whose research has focused on
the medieval period. She has focused on intellectual exchange between Islam and other
religions and her work employs literary, philosophical, and historical methods. At
Willamette, she teaches Introduction to Islam;
Religion, Peace, and Violence; Muslim and
Jewish Philosophy; Women in Islam; and Islamic Sects and Movements. (More about Prof.
Almutawa: http://willamette.edu/cla/
religion/faculty/almutawa/index.html)
Bring your lunch or allow an extra 15-20
minutes to purchase lunch at the Cat Cavern.
Parking information may be found at on the
Willamette University website.

Do you have a special event, birthday or anniversary coming up? Why not sponsor the Sanctuary
altar flowers? The whole congregation can join in celebration with you; and then you can take
them home after the service and enjoy them the rest of the week!
Arrangements from our florist cost $50, or you may provide them. A sign-up sheet is available at
the church office. You may call in to save a date or stop by the office during the week. You can
also make a notation on the Welcome and Communication Card located in your Sunday worship
bulletin. Your help beautifying the Sanctuary is greatly appreciated.

Thursdays

Wednesdays
5:30 Bells
7 p.m. Choir

Sundays
9:50 a.m.
Rejoice! Kids’ Choir
11 a.m. Youth Band
(as scheduled)

Mid-High & High
School Youth classes begin at 10 a.m.
in the youth center.

Children’s Sunday
classes start with
Rejoice! Kids’ Choir
at 9:50 a.m.

Bridges is a time for
adults with developmental delays,
meeting at 9:30 a.m.
every Sunday

Adult classes include: Prayer of the
Heart, Adult Bible
Study, Family Matters, Empty Nesters,
Digging Deeper,
Early Birds, Bridges
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-

-
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-
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Salem First United Methodist Church
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And our web calendar at:
www.salemfirstumc.org

Salem First United Methodist Church
Salem First UMC Youth

For more details or updates,
please check our Facebook pages:
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